Kevin Rudd: Acceptance Speech (24" November 2007)
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The old and tired battles between federal and state.

The old battles between public and private.

It's time for a new page fo be written in our nafion's history.

The future is foo important for us not to work fogether to embrace the challenges of the
future and to carve out our nation's destiny.

We have put before the Australian people a plan. It's our agenda for work,

and you know something?

Everything | have said through this election campaign, and in the year leading up to it, is
our agenda for work.

To start building a world-class education system.

To embrace the long-term funding needs of our public hospital system.

To act, and act with urgency, on the great challenges of climate change and water.
To build a 21st century infrastructure for a 21st century economy.

And to get the balance right between fairness and flexibility in the workplaces of the
natfion.

And fo ensure by that and by other practical assistance to working families in Australia
that the great Australian fair go has a future and not just a past.

And, through all this, to make sure we keep our economy strong but make sure it delivers
for working families as well.

And this task as well - to remain ever vigilant in the defence of our nation's national
security.

The task ahead will not be an easy one. | understand that, | grasp that,

but this government that | will lead will work with energy and determination and vigour
and with fresh ideas to embrace each of these challenges and to prosecute this agenda
for work for the nation.

| also say this, on this national occasion, to our friends and allies around the world, that |
look forward as the next prime minister of Australia to working with them in dealing with
the great challenges which our world now faces.

| extend our greetings tonight to our great friend and ally, the United States.

To our great friends and partners across Asia and the Pacific, and to our great friends
and partners in Europe and beyond, we look forward to working in partnership with all
those nations.

And now to say some thank yous.

| also want fo make special mention tonight of Bernie Banton.
Bernie, a fighter for the victims of asbestos, who is gravely ill in hospital in Sydney
tfonight.
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